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INTRODUCTION

N August of last year I realised that in the coming 1954/55

season the Nottingham Society of Artists would be seventy-five
yours old. A visiting lecturer, Mr. H. J. Denham, S.G.A., S.M.A,,
had said he hoped the records of such an active society were being
kept, and this gave me the idea of writing an account of the lectures
und outings during the 1953-54 season.

Whilst recording the events of the present, I felt I would like
to find out about the Society’s activities during the past seventy-five
years. I mentioned this idea to Mr. H. R. Wibberley, who gave me
every encouragement, kindly lending me catalogues and annual
reports. Together we discussed the method of presenting this
history of the Nottingham Society of Artists and, on Mr. Wibber-
ley’s suggestion, I have written a yearly account of the meetings,
exhibitions and outings of the Society. I am most grateful to him
for his help and friendly advice.

My especial thanks are due to Mr. A. Parker, N.R.D., who so
generously lent me the minute books of the Nottingham Atelier and
Nottingham Society of Artists in his possession. I should like to
thank him, too, for lending me his neatly kept folders containing
all the notices of meetings and the correspondence whilst he was
Secretary. Amongst them was The Short History of the Nottingham
Society of Artists, written by George Hodgson. It is a most
interesting and intimate record of the first twenty-five years of the
Society’s activities, and has been of invaluable help. I am also
indebted to Mr. Parker for reading my notes and for much helpful
advice.

Miss Alice Kiddier allowed me to see her father’s copy of the
1907 catalogue of the Local Artists’ show, in which Mr. George
Hodgson’s history of the Society was printed. Later this history
of the Nottingham Society of Artists was published in book form
and Miss Elsie Dixon kindly lent me her copy. In it appeared a
list of the number of members, associated and subscribers, each
year, and I have tried to do the same in the following fifty years.

1 spent a most enjoyable morning talking to Mr. Arthur
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Spooner, R.B.A., in his studio. He told me about the founding of
the Nottingham Atelier and of its amalgamation with the Notting-
ham Society of Artists, after which classes were held in Thurland
Street. Mr. Spooner showed me the style of work they did in those
days and he spoke of his war work during the First World War
when he spent his time on a farm at Clifton and used every spare
minute to paint his beloved horses.

Mr. C. A. Richards has given me much helpful information
about past members and about his memories of the days at Thur-
land Street. My thanks are also due to Mr. Stacey Blake for his
help.

I should like the members of the Council to know how much
I appreciated their kindness in allowing me to delve into the black
box in the Studio, where I found several Minute Books and the
annual General Reports since 1880. Mr. L. Theodore Else allowed
me to borrow the present Minute Book.

For advice on where to find other information, my thanks are
also due to Mr. C. F. Pitman, M.A., and I am particularly grateful
to Miss P. M. Anthony for her most generous offer to type my notes
in her spare time.
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President

Samuel Bourne, 1880-1912

Samuel Bourne, J.P.

William Kiddier — Atelier

G. C. Haite, R.B.A—Atelier

Arnesby Brown, R.A., 1912-30
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A YEARLY ACCOUNT OF THE
SOCIETY'S ACTIVITIES

1880

This year two art societies in the City amalgamated, forming
one strong society under the presidentship of Mr. Samuel Bourne,
with Mr. James Hart as Vice-President and Mr. Samuel Oscroft as
Honorary Secretary. This was the beginning of the NOTTINGHAM
SOCIETY OF ARTISTS.

Mr. Samuel Bourne, Mr. Arthur Black and Mr. Samuel
Oscroft invited their fellow artists to paint at their houses during
the winter. After tea the members used to sketch in watercolour
from a subject given the previous week. This was followed by an
exhibition, and often an interchange of sketches. Among the
artists who attended these weekly meetings were James Turpin

—=_Hart, Henry Seymour, James Lees Bilbie, Tom Barrett, Matthew

Doubleday, James Edwards, William Wilde and S. Lees.

At the same time another group of artists were meeting at
Mr. S. Bestow’s at the Wellington Hotel. Some of the artists who
met to paint here were Claude T. S. Moore, Claude Harrison,
Arthur Redgate, F. Warsop, F. Belshaw, E. Henson, and C. L.
Shaw.

1881

Fortnightly meetings were held at the Social Guild Institution
for sketching and for exhibiting sketches done at home, illustrative
of subjects previously announced.

In May, June and July of this year there was a show at the
Castle Museum and Art Gallery — between £700 and £800 worth

of pictures were sold. ]
In December of the same year there was a dinner at the

George Hotel.

1882

On January 3rd of this year the Annual General Meeting was
held at Mr. Bingham’s house.
There was a Spring Show at the Castle, and works to the value

of £745.4.0 were sold. ;
The November exhibition was held at Mr. Bingham’s house.
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